1
Brick definitions
Assessment
Supports the construction, management and delivery of assessments.  

The 2004 definition is ‘supports the delivery and scoring of assessments’.  I think this raises an interesting point, as the general meaning of the term ‘assessment’ encompasses everything under the three ‘bricks’, assessment, grading and marking.  I would prefer to keep the ‘scoring of assessments’ part of the definition of this brick separate as the SOA approach allows this kind of compartmentalising of functions… Projects coming out of the ELF assessment area demonstrate this: APIS renders but does not mark; Pyassess supports remote marking, with delivery being very clearly separated from marking (to the extent that items delivered under the system contain no information related to the correct answer or the marking scheme).
There’s maybe a problem with the name of this ‘brick’; there’s a comment from Peter on the ELF website that the definition ‘seems to cover part of a domain, not the full domain implied by "assessment". What of e-moderated assessments? What of assessment of ePortfolio? What of results?’.  I agree with Sam’s response that ‘perhaps the problem is less about the definition and more about the title?  I also think that this is a prime candidate for being re-factored into several sub-services - content delivery, response-submission, feedback, marking, results reporting - the list could go on. It's also already closely bound with sequencing and packaging.’.

Grading
Supports the transformation of assessment scores into grades and the recording of these grades.

The 2004 definition is ‘supports the submission of grades against courses, modules, and other units of learning’.  I agree with this definition, but would also include functions that translate raw scores for an assessment into a final grade.  Although there is usually an unvaried relation between scores and grades (within a particular faculty a score of 58%, for example, will always result in a grade of D), this would also support cohort referenced assessment, where a score of 58% may result a in a grade of D for one cohort and of A for another.
Marking
Supports the automated marking of assessments, and provides support for human marking such as digital drop boxes.

The 2004 definition is ‘provides automated marking (assessment) services.  It could also support a drop-box method for traditional artefact-based assessment’.  
2
Missing services
Plagiarism detection
I shall continue my campaign to have ‘plagiarism detection’ added as a new service :-)  This was initially raised by participants in the assessment strand at the JISC-CETIS Conference in Oxford, November 2004 and presented as a recommendation at the plenary.  The assessment group felt very strongly that the absence of plagiarism detection was a significant omission from the framework, and that the service was definitely a ‘need to have’, not just a ‘nice to have’.  From my own experience of teaching English at three different universities and encountering examples of plagiarism at all, I would definitely support both the need for plagiarism detection to be incorporated into the ELF, and the understanding of it as a service related to but separate from assessment, grading and marking.
Justification
Plagiarism detection is clearly closely related to the assessment, grading and marking ‘bricks’, but is a distinct service.  Plagiarism detection can occur after assessment and prior to marking, or during the marking process itself; in either scenario, discovery of plagiarism results in the ending of the marking process, the invoking of relevant procedures, and ultimately in calling the grading process.  (I suppose it could also occur during assessment, for example if systems identify that the candidate is accessing particular websites and cutting & pasting content…)  
Proposed defintion

Supports the detection and handling of plagiarism.  This may include automated plagiarism detection tools, mechanisms for human evaluators to confirm or reject identified plagiarism, and services to support procedures for grade awarding or amending in the light of identified plagiarism.
